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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
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- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 



2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Qt/ay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-15 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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Art Unit: 1616 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-15 are pending in this application. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 . Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ambegaonkar et al. (US 4,891 ,223). 

Ambegaonkar discloses a controlled release delivery coating formulation for 
bioactive substances. The composition comprises a bioactive core, which can be 100% 
active substance or could be in admixture with an inert binder or substrate (col. 7, lines 
3-5). The core is has two coatings, which can control the release of the active core (col. 
5, lines 23-48). The prior art does not teach the specific drug as claimed by applicant. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to employ the use any of the claimed drugs in the composition of 
Ambegaonkar. Column 15, lines 44-45, describe that any active substance, including 
but not limited to drugs, etc. is applicable for use in the present invention. Furthermore, 
it is the position of the examiner that the claimed drugs are drugs that are known in the 
prior art to be used in controlled released formulations. 
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Conclusion 



2. 



Claims 1-15 stand rejected. 



Telephone Inquiries 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Konata M. George, whose telephone number is 
(703) 308-4646. The examiner can normally be reached from 8AM to 5:30PM Monday 
to Thursday, and on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jose Dees, can be reached at (703) 308-4628. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 308-4556 for 
regular communications and for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703)308-1235. 



Konata M. George 




